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VALE  SUE SOKOLOFF. 

1946 - 2011 

 
It is with deep regret that we advise the passing of Life Member and Sketchley Museum Curator, Sue Sokoloff, (nee McNeil). 

 

Although South Australian born, at an early age, Sue with her parents, moved to Broken Hill. Deciding to follow in her 

mother’s footsteps, Sue later moved to Sydney to obtain her Teaching Degree.  It was there she met her life-long partner, 

Boris, also a Teacher. 

 

We first came to know Boris & Sue when they were transferred to Newcastle schools to continue their teaching careers. Soon 

after they joined our society.. 

 

Their dedication and participation in the work of our society was legendary and for which they were made Life Members of 

the Society in 2009.  Over the years Boris fulfilled the positions of President and Vice President and Sue took on the job of 

Secretary, then later became the Curator of Sketchley Cottage & Museum. 

 

Over the past four years, all of Sue’s energies were devoted to completing the accessioning of the Museum’s acquisitions. 

 

Sue’s health over the past 12 months was indifferent, but she always put it behind her and got on with the job.  Her departure 

from our midst is a tremendous loss, both as a friend and member. 

 

We offer our sincere condolences to Boris. 

 

Notes from the Secretary 2011 
I have been caretaking the role of Secretary since our elected Secretary Vicki Saunderson resigned from the position, and the 

society, at the August General meeting. I would like to advise members that I do not intend to stand for the role at the AGM in 

February due to work commitments.  

One of the highlights of the past year was certainly our trip to Canberra in June. We visited both the Australian War Memorial 

and the ‘Not Just Ned: A true history of the Irish in Australia’ exhibition at the National Museum Australia. Although the 

weather was a bit chilly in our Nation’s capital a great time was had by all. We hope to have a similarly fun trip to Port 

Macquarie in early 2012. A bit thanks to Trish Harris and others involved in organising the trip. 

Something else that stands out to me when I think back over the year is the great number of coach trips that we’ve hosted at 

the Cottage.  These tours, often with lunch or morning tea provided, have become a good source of fund-raising for the 

society.  I believe that they also play an important role in promoting the society to people outside of the local area. 

Thanks to the hard work of all involved, our recent Market Day in October was a great success, raising around $1,500 for the 

society. We had many members slaving away for some time in advance getting ready for the big day. The day stands out in my 

mind in particular as being the last Society event attended by Sue Sokoloff.  Sitting writing this I can imagine Sue having a 

quiet chuckle at my terrible grammar. Sue will be sadly missed by all, and very difficult to replace in the role of Curator. 

I would like to advise that we are currently having difficulty finding enough members to cover our regular Sunday Cottage 

Duty. If you have an interest in finding out more about this important role in the Society, please contact me for further 

information. We will be drawing up the roster for 2012 early in the New Year. 

Lastly, I would like to extend my warm holiday greetings to all. Have a safe and happy Christmas, and I look forward to 

seeing you all at Society events in 2012. 

Helen Giggins 

Secretary (Pro Tem), 29
th

 November 2011. 
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BITS and PIECES 
 The change in format of the newsletter is mainly the result of the advice and input of John McGlinn, an avid reader of 

the newsletter. As many people have grasped the advantages of the digital age and choose to receive their newsletter 

by email, the previous format was not conducive to easy reading of the information from the computer screen. The 

new format will suit both the digital version, and the hard copy version. Thanks to John for his ideas, and for making 

me reassess the best way to present the paper. It’s good to know that people are interested in reading the articles. 

 

 

 The feature article in this edition is the story of Families of the Raymond Terrace Parsonage Pre World War II – 

thanks to Dar Daryl Lightfoot, Sue Pacey and the  World Methodist Historical Society.  If there is anyone else within 

the Society who has an article to provide, it would be most welcome. Please email me any story that you have 

to contribute at clarkys@bigpond.net.au. 

 

 The Market Day this year was held on SATURDAY 29 OCT, at Sketchley Cottage. Luck was on our side again, with 

beautiful weather. There were plenty of items for sale. Thanks to all of those people who donated goods and time to 

help to make the day a great success. A little over $1,500 was raised, which will assist with the continued functioning 

of the Society. 

 

 

 The AGM for 2012 will be held Friday 17 February at the Senior Citizens Building at 7pm.  

 

 We are finding it extremely difficult to find enough people to do Cottage Duty of a Sunday. If you are able to help 

out, even once every 2 months, please let a Committee Member know, or we may not be able to continue to open the 

Cottage each week. It would be a great loss to the community if this was to happen.  

 

 

ARTICLE FROM THE The Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser  

MAITLAND CIRCUIT COURT. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1843 

His Honor took his seat upon the bench at half past nine o'clock, and Michael Kelly, John McDonald, Lachlan M'Lucas, and 

James Young, were placed at the bar for sentence.The prisoners were separately called upon to know if they had anything to 

say why judgment should not be passed upon them, but they all remained silent. 

His Honor first addressed the prisoners Mr Lucas and Mr Donald. He said they had been convicted of an offence which on 

reflection they must see was of a most serious nature, and it was the more necessary to make an example in the case, as being 

the first of the kind which had occurred. Such scenes endangered men in the exercise of their highest privileges, and it was 

important to the character of the colony and its inhabitants that the actors should be punished. McDonald was not a free man; 

he therefore had no business at the election. His position in life did not take him there. Mr Lucas was not a voter, and had no 

need to go ; he was a mere lad, and ought to have abstained from entering into such scenes of outrage. The jury recommended 

them both to mercy, and if he was to consult his own feelings only, .especially in the case of Mr Lucas, he would give merely 

a nominal punishment, but he was there to dis- charge a stern duty. Punishment was not inflicted with reference only to the 

parties before the court. The true end of punishment was to deter others from the like offences, not by way of retaliation or 

revenge, but to restrain others from committing the same crimes. The election had terminated, and all persons ought to have 

returned to their homes. Instead of this, a crowd followed one of the candidates and his party to a public house. The prisoners 

and their party, it was due to them to say, were on their way homeward, but in passing the house they saw a flag hanging from 

it. That might have excited them, or some of the crowd which was with them. Stones were thrown, and the flag removed. The 

violence, however, continued, and the party inside barricaded the doors. Stones were still thrown ; the glass in the windows 

was broken, the furniture much injured, and the lives of the inmates perilled. Several persons were struck by the stones; men 

on both sides procured sticks ; one or two persons went out to pacify the crowd. Some of the mob went away, but the prisoner 

McDonald cheered them back. During the whole of the day his conduct was violent, though it appeared he was under much 

excitement. In the latter part of the day his conduct became more outrageous, but he ought never to have been there. His 

mailto:clarkys@bigpond.net.au
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master had stated that he had not his permission to go, and he only regretted that his master seeing him there did not order him 

to return home. If he had done -so, much that had occurred would have been avoided. In the end much blood was shed, more 

than one life was endangered, and one was actually lost. He conceived therefore that the ends of justice might warrant him in 

passing a severe sentence, but on that occasion he was about to pass what might be called a lenient one, and the following 

were the reasons which influenced him to do so. The prisoner Mr Donald was in a situation of great temptation, and forgetting 

his situation he became excited by an aggression which had been made upon him. On the other hand his .conduct was 

eventually very violent; he was, however, of maturer age and experience than the other prisoner, and therefore his conduct was 

the less excusable. The main grounds on which he rested his sentence were-first, the recommendation of the jury, who were, 

after all, the great depositories of justice on such occasions. That was the principal ground. The next was the high character 

which they both appeared to bear, not merely for honesty and industry, but quiet, peaceful, and orderly conduct. McDonald 

had been seven or eight years in the service of one master, -without a single complaint having been made against him. He 

trusted all who heard him would observe the vast importance and value of a good character ; he wished them to remember that 

character would always be taken into consideration. With regard to Mr Lucas the same remarks applied, if possible, still more 

strongly. He had brought a good character to the colony, and had been well conducted since his arrival. He had also heard 

from a magistrate well acquainted with the prisoner that he had given himself up to justice, although he might easily have 

passed into another district. The prisoner himself might believe he was innocent, for he might forget the part he had taken, but 

there was no doubt of his being in the crowd ; it was sworn that he had thrown stones. The sentence he would pass upon him 

was that he should be imprisoned for one calendar month. Mr Donald was sentenced to be imprisoned and kept to hard labour 

for six calendar months, and his Honor would recommend that he should not be returned to this district. 

His Honor observed that if the statement made by Mr. Walter Scott had not been explained, and Mr. Lang had not upon oath 

declared that he did not recollect Mr. Scott having spoken to him, and requested McDonald's removal from the ground, he 

should certainly have recommended every assigned servant of that gentleman to have been withdrawn from him. His Honor 

then proceeded to pass sentence on   Michael Kelly, observing that what he had said i in the preceding case applied to Kelly in 

a still greater degree, and after dwelling for some time   on the nature of the offence, and the good character which the prisoner 

had received, he sentenced him to be imprisoned for twelve calendar months, the first week in every alternate month to be in 

solitary confinement. 

His Honor next passed sentence upon James Young, who had been found guilty of an attempt at highway robbery, and stated 

that the objection raised in his case by the Attorney General, with respect to the separation of the jury, would be laid before the 

other Judges, and if their Honors took the same view as the Attorney General the prisoner would receive the benefit of it. In 

the mean time the sentence of the Court was that he be transported for seven years. 

The prisoners were then removed. 

LARCENY. Mary Swales was indicted for stealing a £10 note, the property of William Lawn, at Morpeth, on the 7th January 

last. A second count charged the prisoner with stealing £9.  

Robert Pattison, captain of the steamer Thistle, deposed that he knew a person named Lawn ; he paid him some money in 

January last, among which was a £10 note. Two or three days after he received a £10 note from Mr. Swales, which he paid to 

Shallees in Sydney for some timber the following day ; he could not say it was the same note that he had paid to Lawn a day or 

two before. ] 

William Lawn recollected receiving some money from the last witness, amongst it was a £10 note; he did not recollect the 

bank or the number ; there was a 4 and a 2, he could not remember the other figure; there were several marks on the back 

made with a soft pen ; he folded it up, put it in his pocket book, and placed it a drawer in the sitting room on a Saturday 

morning, and missed it on Monday evening. 

Margaret Lawn, wife to the last witness, remembered wanting some change on a Monday in January, and sent to her husband 

for it ; he had none. She took a folded note from the pocket book, thinking it was a £1 note, she did not open it, and gave it to 

Angus Bethune in payment for potatoes, and he gave her fourteen shillings back in change. The next morning she found it was 

a £10 note. She parted with it for a £1 note, and thought she had received value for it. 

Angus Bethune gave his evidence through an interpreter, Mr. Thomas Mr Kenzie Jeffrey ; he knew Mrs. Lawn, he received a 

bank note from her in January last. He went direct from her house to Swales's, and asked a girl there for change of a pound ; 

she opened the note, and gave it back to him, saying she had no change. Mrs. Swales came out of a room on his left hand, he 

asked her to change the note, she took out some silver, and said she could not. The note was lying on the counter, and Mrs. 

Swales stood close to it, but witness could not swear whether it was open or not. When he was going away she called him 

back, and gave him change for a £1 note ; he gave her the note and went away ; he was quite sure that the note he gave Mrs. 
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Swales was the same he received from Mrs. Lawn. He went the next morning with Mrs. Mr Queen to Swales's, and Mrs. Mr 

Queen told Mrs. Swales it was a £10 note ; Mrs. Swales said it was two months since she had had a £10 note in the house. 

Christian Rose Mr Queen went with the last witness to Mrs. Swales, and asked her if she changed a pound note for him the 

day before ; she said yes, and witness said it was a £10 note. Mrs. Swales said there had not been a £10 note in the house for 

the last two months ; witness said there was no other note in the house where the man got that note from, and that Mrs. Lawn 

gave it to him. Mrs. Swales replied that Mrs. Lawn was too good a scholar to give a £10 note for £1. 

John Shalless, Sydney, received some money from Captain Pattison on the 11th January for some timber ; there was a £10 

note amongst it : the number was 421 ; it was a Sydney bank note, and he had paid it away. 

After the case for the prosecution had closed Mr. Purefoy submitted that there was no case to go to the jury ; to constitute a 

larceny there must be a taking, but here there was a voluntary parting with ; and further, it had been proved in evidence that 

the money had been absolutely parted with by Mrs. Lawn, though under misapprehension, to Bethune, which must be looked 

upon as a fatal objection, the possession of the note having actually passed out of Lawn. The learned gentleman cited several 

cases in support of this view of the case. 

The Attorney General briefly replied. The husband put the note in a certain place, the wife by mistake took it away, and sha 

had no authority from him, she was not his agent, and the note did not pass from him; he never intended that the note should 

be changed, or that any note should be changed ; the possession of the note therefore had not passed out of the husband. 

Mr. Purefoy contended that even admitting that, there was no felonious taking of the note. 

His Honor concurred with the view taken by the Attorney General, and would leave the case to the jury as the Attorney 

General stated, to decide whether there was a felonious intention on the part of the prisoner at the moment of taking the note, 

or whether that idea entered her mind after she had discovered that it was a £10 note. I 

Mr. Purefoy then submitted that there could be no larceny of part of a chattel, it must be of the whole or none at all ; but in this 

information the prisoner was indicted for a part of the note, namely £9. He would submit four points : 1. The act of the wifî 

was the act of the husband. 2. There could be no larceny of part of a chattel. 3. There was no felonious taking. 4. There was no 

proof of the identity of the note. 

His Honor said he would reserve only the second point. The case appeared to him to be similar to a case where a person goes 

to a trades- man and purchases goods to the amount of £5, and pays for them with one good sovereign and four fictitious ones. 

In that case there would be a larceny of the whole ; and he would leave it to the jury to determine whether the prisoner had 

given twenty shillings for a £10 note ; if so, the cases were similar. He would also leave the «question of identity to the jury. 

Mr. Purefoy then briefly addressed the jury, dwelling upon the points he had previously raised, and making some observations 

upon the nature of the evidence which had been laid before them. 

His Honor then summed up, and the jury retired for about an hour and a half, and returned a verdict of not guilty. 

His Honor said he should take the liberty of stating that he should recommend Mr. Lawn to institute an action against Mr. 

Swales in the court of requests, and that the result of that action should be known before his license was granted, as the jury 

had very good grounds for acquitting the prisoner on the charge which he had delivered to them. The prisoner was then 

discharged. 

THE POEMS OF HENRY LAWSON. 

The following was received as an email: Juliette van Heyst juliette@finepoets.com 

On 01/12/2011, at 11:54 AM, Juliette van Heyst wrote: 

 

Faye Clark, Newsletter Editor 

 Raymond Terrace & District Historical Society Inc. 

Dear Faye, 

Whilst doing some biographical research on Henry Lawson we discovered that this famed identity was profiled in your 

September 2010 Newsletter. With his historical link to your area I thought I’d introduce 

ourselves and explain our connection through the poetry and short stories of Henry Lawson. 

mailto:juliette@finepoets.com
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Our company produces CDs of Henry Lawson poetry and classic Australian poetry read by the actor Jack Thompson. The 

dedicated Henry Lawson audio books we publish are Jack Thompson, The Poems of Henry Lawson and Jack Thompson, The 

Campfire Yarns of Henry Lawson. 

 Aussie icon Jack Thompson is keen to share his love of Australian bush poetry with as many poetry-loving Australians as he 

can. 

He'd like to offer your newsletter subscribers a special Christmas discount of $5.00 off his CDs.  The CDs retail in the shops at 

$19.95 but any Society subscriber who phones the Fine Poets office on 02 9665 

6135 before Christmas and mentions Raymond Terrace & District Historical Society Inc. can purchase the CDs for just 

$15.00.  Postage and packing is $1.55 per CD and gift wrapping is free.  

The CDs can also be ordered online from our website (www.finepoets.com) and the special discount will be applied if 

members enter the discount code BONZA in the discount code box at the 

checkout. 

 Yours sincerely,     

 Glenys Rowe 

 Publisher 

PO Box 2124, Clovelly NSW 2031, Australia 

 

The CDS are: Jack Thompson, The Campfire Yarns of Henry Lawson 

 Jack Thompson, The Poems of Henry Lawson 

This is an exclusive offer for the Raymond Terrace & District Historical Society, and is available right up until December 23.  

 

SPORT IN THE EARLY DAYS. 

 

For the early inhabitants of Raymond Terrace, there was little chance for the female population to enjoy recreational pursuits, 

except perhaps a weekly visit to the local church of choice, the occasional dance, tea and card parties, picnics and charity 

work. 

 

Men, on the other hand, had a plethora of pursuits. Perhaps the most popular was Sports.   

 

They had it all, Hunting & shooting, Rowing, Boating, Cricket, Football and horse racing.  There was a hotly contested annual 

pigeon shoot, and a Duck shoot and a purpose built shooting range was established on the outskirts of the town, in the vicinity 

of Heatherbrae. There is an interesting report of a male weekend shooting expedition from Raymond Terrace to Nelson Bay in 

the early 1900s. It appears the only the only event these intrepid travellers did not do, was sleep! Their journey commenced 

with a coach trip to Tilligerry Creek at 11pm Friday night and concluded midday Monday morning. 

 

For many years, Rowing and Sailing Regattas were held in the Hunter River, extending as far south as Hexham. It was a 

serious business, with much money changing hands on the results.  Many of the local male population made a name for 

themselves with their rowing prowess and local and international Titles were decided on the Hunter. 

 

Horse racing was another well patronised sport. The racecourse was located in Boomerang Park from 1840s to 1880s, 

although to the dismay of the local constabulary, it could intrude on the dirt road known as Irrawang Street. A private course 

also existed at Motto Farm and in 1929 was owned by Mr. Pepper.  Many horse studs were located within racing distance of 

Raymond Terrace, and provided a never ending supply of horses with the potential of winning races. 

 

The Cricket Club was considered the ‘Elite’ sport of the period. The local club was established in the mid 1880s and 

eventually encompassed an area from Karuah to Clarence Town. Initially located in Boomerang Park using a Grandstand by 

noted architect, Frederick Menkens, they later moved to the Market Reserve, (in vicinity of the Bowling Club). Membership 

was low throughout the WW1 period.  Present day Cricket in the town is well catered for with purpose built grounds and 

strong membership, producing many fine sportsmen. 

 

Perhaps the sport which suffered the most opposition was that of League. Early reports suggest that both games of Rugby 

Union & Rugby League had its supporters. By 1930 the game of Rugby League, was being played on Boomerang Park, but 

with stiff objections from the Tennis & golf clubs, and people visiting the cemetery.  The general opinion was that the 

followers of League were ‘boisterous and troublesome’ and this sport had to fight hard to retain its position in the town.  

Fortunately the sport was producing many fine players, including the Ridgeway brothers from Karuah. Slowly League gained 

support from the public and eventually with support from the Council; the first game of Rugby League was played on the new 

Sportsground in July 1939. 

http://www.finepoets.com/


 

7 

 

 The venues were commandeered by the Australian Army during the war years and play suspended. Following the war years, 

Rugby League had resurgence and Raymond Terrace won their Grand Final in 1946 and 1947. 

In the ensuing years this sport has had its ups and down but still continues to survive and thrive. 

 

Another sport which was difficult to participate in was swimming, particularly when research revealed that in the early 1900s 

‘any person found swimming between the hours of 8am and 6pm would be prosecuted’. 

 

In the 1920s women were allowed to join Tennis Clubs, which became very popular, as both sexes could enjoy playing the 

game together. 

 

Today, Raymond Terrace has a variety of sporting clubs, which cater for every popular sport.  Perhaps the only sport that has 

thankfully disappeared, is that of pigeon & duck shooting. 

 

M. Saunderson 2011 
 

DATES  FOR THE DIARY   
 

February 7 Committee Meeting 
  17 General Meeting 
March     5 Committee Meeting 
  16  General Meeting 
April  2 Committee Meeting 
  20 General Meeting 
                            29         Market Day 
May  7 Committee Meeting 
  18  General Meeting –  

 
 

 

 

FAMILIES OF THE RAYMOND TERRACE METHODIST PARSONAGE PRE WORLD WAR II. 

The article on the following pages was written by Daryl Lightfoot and Sue Pacey. It follows the history of the 

Methodist Parsonage in the Raymond Terrace region, and contains a lot of interesting local information.  The 

research has been carried out in association with the World Methodist Historical Society. Daryl   has given 

permission for Raymond Terrace Historical Society to publish this article in our newsletter, and it is really 

appreciated that he has agreed to do so. The article is quite detailed and lengthy and so part 1 will be contained 

within this issue, and part 2 in the first issue next year. This article is copyright. 
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candidated for the ministry in 1891 from the Goulburn District, which saw numerous candidatures  
over the years, including Rev, George William Williams, who also served in Raymond Terrace. 
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SAD NEWS OF ALISON HOMESTEAD - WYONG 

YOU HOPE IT NEVER WILL, THEN  IT DOES WITH 

     A VENGEANCE 

 

 
 

 

In the early hours of Saturday morning , 3
rd

 December 2011, our beautiful heritage building (Alison Homestead) which housed 

our Museum was burned to the ground by an arsonist. Not only are our members devastated, the whole community is upset, 

and angry at losing all those wonderful pieces of history given to us by the descendants of the pioneering families of our area. 

A loss caused not by a tempest, or an electrical fault, but by someone who had no regard whatever for the early history of 

Wyong, no regard for a beautiful homestead in a beautiful setting, and no regard for the feelings of those volunteers who, over 

the years, worked so hard to turn a derelict building into the showcase it became. 

 

The community of Wyong, other Historical Societies (some not in our area, even) and even total strangers have contacted us to 

express sympathy and offer their assistance – we always said that anyone who visited our Museum immediately fell in love 

with the house and the surrounding gardens maintained by our volunteers, and we were right.  In our hour of desolation, they 

have rallied around us. 

 

Our very generous neighbour, David Hannan, who owns the Old Dairy precinct nearby, has lent us an office – complete with 

computers, and a large scanner, and furniture – for as long as we need it. He also has offered space in a storage centre in North 

Wyong.  Just ‘thank you’ doesn’t seem enough for such a person, does it? 

 

Just this week, 3 days after the fire, the members of all the Central Coast Mens Sheds held their scheduled annual Christmas 

Party in our grounds. 150 of them. This figure rose to some 200 when the non men’s shed visitors arrived. Nothing was going 

to stop them. They came armed with chairs, marquees, spit roast for everybody, cold drinks, a barber shop quartet, and at the 

end of the day passed the hat around. Normally they donate the money to children for Christmas, but this year they donated it 

to our Museum & Historical  Society.  We belong to the Men’s Shed movement;  we don’t have a shed, but we have plenty of 

volunteers who are men and lots of work for them to get their teeth into. Hopefully in the coming year we will be able to put 

up a shed for them – that will be Halleluia Day. 

 

Another source of help outdoors over the past year is a group of  teenagers who come from the Transition to Work programme 

– they have problems of their own, and are looked after by a Government Service. They asked if the boys could come up to the  

Homestead and do voluntary work, and Roman Paul (our wonderful I/C Gardens) looks after them.  He has nothing but praise 

for these boys – they work on whatever project is going - making the veggie patch, clearing up after the fire,  putting up  

marquees, and fetching this and that – always with a will and a smile.  They have worked so hard; Roman becomes very 

emotional when he talks about them. 

 

Today I had lunch with a group of pensioners – we have an exercise class weekly, run by a professional trainer (who won’t 

take a fee – she says this is her contribution to the community) 

And each one of them was tearful – they had come to love our house and grounds and the fresh air, and the gorgeous view 

across the valley. They all decided that, come what may, we will continue the classes in the Homestead grounds. Our 

volunteer men, as you can imagine,  are entertained by all of this – they call us the Gym Junkies. Our last class was on Friday 

last, the day before the fire – there were a host of knitters visiting who were using the Breezeway, so we Junkies sat around the 

kitchen table having our cup of tea,lots of laughs and nattering our heads off.  What a wonderful farewell to look back on. 
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These are just a few pictures of the help we’re getting, and the backing. We don’t know exactly what the future holds, as 

Council owns the land, but the whole community wants this piece of historic land kept for the community – and let’s hope that 

is what the future holds for us. 

 

This is by no means the end of the Wyong Museum & Historical Society – we are strong and determined to move forward as 

soon as practicable. Already we are being offered old family household objects to help the Museum get going; offers of 

documents and books by descendants of pioneer families; people having bought books from us, and now offering to give them 

back to start the library.  I am overwhelmed by the generosity being shown to us. 

 

 

Pat Trott 

Secretary 

Wyong Museum & Historical Society 

9
th

 December 201 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SKETCHLEY COTTAGE MUSEUM is located opposite Bettles Park, Raymond  Terrace and  is open to  the public on  

Sundays  10am to 3pm  other times by appointment.   Bus groups are most welcome, please contact the Secretary by email or 
ring Sketchley Cottage on 498761035 to arrange a date and time.   
 
The Society’s RESEARCH ROOMS are located in the Port Stephens Library,  cnr William & Port Stephens Streets,  Raymond 

Terrace  
               

 Open Monday& Wednesday  
            9.30 am to 2 pm - other times by appointment 
 
Membership of the Society is open to everyone with an interest in Local and Family History.   
Joining Fee $2.00    Concession  $15.00     Full Membership $20.00 
Family $25.00 Monthly Meetings are held on the third Friday of the month at Senior Citizens Building,  Raymond Terrace at 
7.00 pm. 

 

  
                               PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

 
They Were Here Vol 1     $ 35 
They Were Here  Vol 2     $ 40 
War Memorials of the Port Stephens Area   $ 25 
Raymond Terrace History & Heritage   $ 25 
Marriages from the Gloucester Examiner & 
        Raymond Terrace Examiner 1894 – 1926  $ 15 
Clearing Out Sales Raymond Terrace & 
        Lower Hunter 1895 – 1930    $ 15 
Soldiers & Memorials of Seaham    $ 25 
Raymond Terrace Pioneer Register   $ 30 
Cemetery Master Index     $ 25 
Landholders & Others     $ 15 
Raymond Terrace Pioneer Cemetery   $   5 
Obituary Books       Vol 1   1893 – 1915 

       Vol 2   1916 – 1925 
      Vol 3   1926 – 1930, 1951 & 1953 
          Buy any two volumes of Obituaries for $45 or all three publications  
          for $65.  Purchased individually the Obituary Books cost $25.     
 
  We also have available for sale a large selection of publications not produced 
                 by the Society but covering  the local district among them are: 
       
      Seaham School of Arts      $ 15  
      Short History of Raymond Terrace    $   5 
      Wades Corn Flour Mill  1878-1902    $ 10 

                           
 All  prices  exclude  postage 


