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BITS and PIECES
The second half of feature article in this edition is the story of Families of the Raymond Terrace Parsonage Pre World
War II – thanks to Daryl Lightfoot, Sue Pacey and the World Methodist Historical Society. There has been a
pleasing response to the article. Thanks so much to Daryl for sharing his research.

Please email me any story that you have to contribute at clarkys@bigpond.net.au.
Members who receive their newsletter by mail, will have received a copy of the updated Raymond Terrace Historical
SocietyConsitution with the last newsletter. This project was undertaken by Glenys Francis (Public Officer) and a
small subcommittee. It was quite a few years since the Constitution had been reorganised, and the Society is very
grateful for Glenys to have taken on this important process. For those members who access their newsletter by email,
the Constitution is available for reading on the website (www.sketckleycottage.org.au)

The AGM for 2012 was held Friday 17 February and a number of changes have been made to the Committee.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
April

May

June
July
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20
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Committee Meeting
General Meeting
Bus Trip to Port Macquarie.
Committee Meeting
General Meeting

4
15
2
20

Committee Meeting
General Meeting
Committee Meeting
General Meeting.

BUS TRIP TO PORT MACQUARIE SAT 28 April 2012 – SUN 29 APR 2012
Cost:

$ 170.00 per person twin share

$ 225.00 per person single room

Tour Inclusions
1 nights motel accommodation Country Comfort Port Macquarie
1 motel 3 course dinner
1 motel cooked breakfast
Entry to Billabong Koala Sanctuary.
Itinerary
Depart Saturday: 0730 Raymond Terrace Bowling Club
Dest: approx 10.30am Port Macquarie Historical Society and Museum entry (Gold Coin Donation)
Lunch own expense (Port Macquarie)
1.15 pm Roto House entry (Gold Coin Donation)
3.00 pm Koala Hospital
4.00 pm Check in Country Comfort Port Macquarie
Motel Dinner
Sunday
Motel Breakfast
0930 Billabong Koala & Wildlife Park
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Lunch own Expense (Billabong Koala & Wildlife Park)
Depart: 2.30 PM
Heading back through Forster along Lakes Way stopping Green Cathedral time permitting.
Dest: approx 1900 Raymond Terrace
Please contact a Committee Member if you are interested in coming along.

ARTICLES FROM THE MAITLAND MERCURY 30 DECEMBER 1875
EXCURSION TO RAYMOND TERRACE.-On Monday morning the steamer Anna Maria left Morpeth at ten
o'clock for Raymond Terrace, with between 100 and 200 holiday-seekers on board. She arrived at her destination
at half-past eleven, and left again for Morpeth at about half-past three. The excursionists on arriving at Raymond
Terrace formed themselves into numerous picnic parties, and made the most of the four hours allotted to them.
Altogether they had a very enjoyable time of it, especially as there was a violinist on board the Anna Maria, which
enabled the more light-hearted members of the company to dance to their hearts' content. The excursion was
admirably conducted; there were no accidents, and everything went off harmoniously. In the evening a quadrille
party was held in the Roman Catholic schoolroom. The attendance was a little under 200. Dancing commenced at
eight o'clock, and was kept up till half-past one next morning. The proceeds of both the excursion and the quadrille
party are, to be devoted towards paying off the debt on the schoolroom in which the latter was held.
DRYING UP OF HEXHAM SWAMPS.-Some persons seem to think that there has not been such an absence of
rain in this district as the papers and other authorities seem to make out. But these doubts must speedily vanish
when it is stated that the Hexham Swamps almost completely dried up. They have not been seen in their present
state for several years. On Monday evening it struck us as being rather a singular sight to see two men at the
Hexham platform beg four buckets of water from the engine-driver. Usually this locality is only too well supplied
with water.
ANOTHER FEATHER IN THE CAP OF THE POST MASTER-GENERAL.-Since Mr. Burns has held the office
of Postmaster-General, the country has gained the benefit of several decidedly valuable innovations, and the
activity of his administration may in some respects be understood, when we say that during 1875 a large number of
new post offices were opened. The introduction of the post cards was a great triumph, and probably, if they were
now withdrawn, their exceeding convenience would be more fully appreciated than it is even now. Another change
is in contemplation, and will be brought into working within a few weeks. It is a change that will materially hasten
the delivery of country correspondence in the smaller townships, and in out-of-the-way settlements now served
wholly or partly by the rail- way lines. In many cases, now, mails are over-carried, because it is impossible to make
up as many bags as there are places, and letters are thus sent from one principal post office to another principal
post office, where the diffusion takes place. Letters posted in East Maitland for Branxton, say, do not go direct to
Branxton, but come to West Maitland, where they are sorted and put into the West Maitland Branxton bag, thus
undergoing a delay of some hours. The effect of the change alluded to is to conquer this element of delay-all the
letters for Branxton will be sorted during their train journey and on arrival at Branxton of the first train after
posting, will be delivered at Branxton station. This case will serve to illustrate all others; there will be attached to
each mail train a travelling post office, and during the passage of the train, efficient sorters will make up a mail for
every place which the railway serves as a mail-carrier. In some instances a whole day will he saved by the new
arrangement and Mr. Burns deserves the thanks of the community for having determined upon it. It is intended to
apply, of course, to all the railway lines in the colony, the northern as well as the southern and western.
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Join the War
Effort!
Join the There's
a War On!
Website to
explore and add
information
about the
Australian WWI
and WWII
homefront.
www.tawo.org.au

For further information, please contact the M&G NSW Information & Resources Department on
02 9358 1760, freecall 1800 114 311 (regional NSW) or email info@mgnsw.org.au

FAMILIES OF THE RAYMOND TERRACE METHODIST PARSONAGE PRE WORLD WAR II.
The article on the following pages was written by Daryl Lightfoot and Sue Pacey. It follows the history of the
Methodist Parsonage in the Raymond Terrace region, and contains a lot of interesting local information. The
research has been carried out in association with the World Methodist Historical Society. Daryl
has given
permission for Raymond Terrace Historical Society to publish this article in our newsletter, and it is really
appreciated that he has agreed to do so. The article is quite detailed and lengthy and so part 1 will be contained
within this issue, and part 2 in the first issue next year. This article is copyright.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR – from the Mercury 27 October 1859

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editors of the Maitland Mercury.
GENTLEMEN-Your leading article of last Saturday very truly shows the great difficulty of legislating on the
question of education :-" Such a variety of discordant opinion-such at present, irreconcilable notions - that it is
plainly hopeless to expect any united system (of education) for some time to come."
I believe the failure of State education arises from trying to enforce a united system of education, which can be no
more effected than an united system of religion, of which past legislation in the Bill of Uniformity and other like
bills remains as historical proofs.
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Education, like religion, truly belongs to the parent, and the State is only justified in assuming the duty of the
parent when that duty has been neglected, to the injury of the general welfare; but even then the State has no right
to force the conscientious scruples of the parent. Attempts to do this, by the introduction of a united system or
education, will ever arouse opposition.
All the State can do is to provide the means of education, and, secondly, to be satisfied that the means are not
squandered or misapplied. I conceive that both these objects may be affected without at all encroaching on the
conscientious scruples of parents, by just leaving the systems to their own choice.
The State, by means of a Board of Finance, constructed so as to be responsible to the Parliament, from whence it
would derive its funds, and representative of the people, whose interests it has to support, should have the power of
distributing the Parliamentary grant to the various schools -National, Denominational, Non-Vested, Industrial,
etc, etc-as may be eligible for such support.
_ The Board should likewise have the power of inspection as to the progress and attendance of 'the children, the
qualifications of the teachers, and the supply of all books of a secular character, etc, etc ; in fact, have the power to
ascertain that the means provided are neither squandered nor misapplied ; but the Board should have no power of
dictation as to the system pursued, which should be left to the choice of either parents, subscribers, or local
patrons.
To make the Board responsible to the Parliament, the Premier of the day,- and the President of the Legislative
Council, should be ex officio presidents and vice presidents of the Board ; they should be accountable to the
Parliament for all the funds committed in trust to the Board ; while the various religious bodies may be represented
as they are now, by appointment of the Governor-General, in proportion to their numerical standing.
In this way I conceive the present systems may continue to work, while the Jews and other bodies may be enabled
to superadd any other system of education they may conscientiously desire. The British and Foreign School
Society may be introduced by the advocates of that system under such a measure as this.
The systems may be as various as the wishes of the people ; while the Government, holding the purse strings and
the power of inspection, may secure education universally. In short, instead of a united system, there would be an
universal system, so that no sub section of society should be denied what is its right State assistance, without the
penalty of deprivation far conscience sake.
The error throughout has been in trying to enforce a united system of education upon a people conscientiously
disunited on the question. Compulsion in education is of kin to compulsion in religion; both are despotic over the
conscience, and will be assuredly resisted by a free people. The object of the Government should be to get the
children education, not by the mechanism of this system or that system, but by the willing co-operation of the
parents, who are the rightful judges of the system, and who must be treated as free agents.
I would recommend the members of Parliament, if educated, to ask how they were educated. Was it by any united
system? No. Those who have been educated, and that is not many, were educated by systems many.
R.S. Raymond Terrace.
P.S.-To prevent an undue increase of schools in towns of a population of-------persons, no school should be
recognized not having-----say, 60 children. In districts of------persons; no school should be recognized under say,
30 children.
'Also In towns, one-half, say, should be subscribed in country, one fourth'. By some such regulations, the great
increase of small schools, and consequent expense, would be restricted.
To the Editor of the Maitland Mercury.
GENTLEMEN --One would think that the colonists down this way were either falling late the "sere and yellow
leaf," or relapsing into that primitive state of colonial simplicity when they had nothing but gum trees to cover
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them and no stronger beverage to offer a way-worn traveller than a cup of cold water-a very good thing in its
proper time and place, but anything but satisfactory after a twenty miles walk with a heavy swag in a burning hot
Australian day.
I am led to make the above remarks from having walked this morning from Raymond Terrace, in the full hopes
and expectations of exhilarating and refreshing myself with a pint of Barclay and Perkins' at the Half-way House (I
always drink Barclay and Perkins, in consequence of its being in some way or other connected with that wellmerited chastisement inflicted upon that prince of ruffians, General Haynau); but guess my astonishment, in
approaching the Half-way house and entering it, on being told that I could not get a drink of porter, as the house
was not licensed now, and that I would need to walk on to Stroud, a distance of thirty-four miles, before I could
get what, under the circumstances, was very nearly necessary to carry me there. On speaking to the landlord and
proprietor of the half-way house upon the understanding, not to say anything, of this state of matters, ho told me
that he had spent a considerable sum in improving his premises, with a view to open a public-house, but he had
been refused the license on some flimsy pretext or other But, be that as it may, it is certainly a great inconvenience,
on a road like this, that a poor jaded traveller, who has nothing but his honest legs to carry him, must scratch
away thirty -four miles before he can get as much as a miserable glass of, even, lemonade to cheer his drooping
spirits, and re-animate his weary limbs. I have no doubt there are hundreds of travellers on this road who will
cordially agree with me in the justice of the above remarks. It is just another very striking 'colonial inconsistency.
We have a plethora of public- houses in our towns, where they are of no use, but here at the half-way station,
where a public-house is neither more nor less than a blessing we have none.
I will be obliged to you if you will have the goodness
to publish this in the Mercury, which I believe will be
one step towards 'removing our present well-grounded case of complaint.
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Yours very respectfully.
D. B
Stroud, 24th October, 1859.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
They Were Here Vol 1
$ 35
They Were Here Vol 2
$ 40
War Memorials of the Port Stephens Area
$ 25
Raymond Terrace History & Heritage
$ 25
Marriages from the Gloucester Examiner &
Raymond Terrace Examiner 1894 – 1926
$ 15
Clearing Out Sales Raymond Terrace &
Lower Hunter 1895 – 1930
$ 15
Soldiers & Memorials of Seaham
$ 25
Raymond Terrace Pioneer Register
$ 30
Cemetery Master Index
$ 25
Landholders & Others
$ 15
Raymond Terrace Pioneer Cemetery
$ 5
Obituary Books
Vol 1 1893 – 1915
Vol 2 1916 – 1925
Vol 3 1926 – 1930, 1951 & 1953
Buy any two volumes of Obituaries for $45 or all three publications
for $65. Purchased individually the Obituary Books cost $25.
We also have available for sale a large selection of publications not produced
by the Society but covering the local district among them are:
Seaham School of Arts
Short History of Raymond Terrace
Wades Corn Flour Mill 1878-1902

$ 15
$ 5
$ 10

All prices exclude postage
SKETCHLEY COTTAGE MUSEUM is located opposite Bettles Park, Raymond Terrace and is open to the public by
appointment. Bus groups are most welcome, please contact the Secretary by email or ring Sketchley Cottage on 498761035
to arrange a date and time.
The Society’s RESEARCH ROOMS are located in the Port Stephens Library, cnr William & Port Stephens Streets, Raymond
Terrace
Open Monday& Wednesday
9.30 am to 2 pm - other times by appointment
Membership of the Society is open to everyone with an interest in Local and Family History.
Joining Fee $2.00 Concession $15.00 Full Membership $20.00
Family $25.00 Monthly Meetings are held on the third Friday of the month at Senior Citizens Building, Raymond Terrace at
7.00 pm.
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