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BITS and PIECES 
 The second half of feature article in this edition is the story of Families of the Raymond Terrace Parsonage Pre World 

War II ï thanks to Daryl Lightfoot, Sue Pacey and the World Methodist Historical Society.  There has been a 

pleasing response to the article. Thanks so much to Daryl for sharing his research. 

 Please email me any story that you have to contribute at clarkys@bigpond.net.au. 

 Members who receive their newsletter by mail, will have received a copy of the updated Raymond Terrace Historical 

SocietyConsitution with the last newsletter. This project was undertaken by Glenys Francis (Public Officer) and a 

small subcommittee. It was quite a few years since the Constitution had been reorganised, and the Society is very 

grateful for Glenys to have taken on this important process. For those members who access their newsletter by email, 

the Constitution is available for reading on the website (www.sketckleycottage.org.au)  

 

 The AGM for 2012 was held Friday 17 February and a number of changes have been made to the Committee.  

 
 

 

DATES  FOR THE DIARY   
 

 
April  2 Committee Meeting 
  20 General Meeting 
  28-29     Bus Trip to Port Macquarie. 
May  7 Committee Meeting 
  18  General Meeting  

June   4 Committee Meeting 
  15 General Meeting 
July   2 Committee Meeting 
  20 General Meeting. 
 

BUS TRIP TO PORT MACQUARIE    SAT 28 April 2012 ï SUN 29 APR 2012 
 

Cost:        $ 170.00 per person twin share               $ 225.00 per person single room 

Tour Inclusions 

 1 nights motel accommodation Country Comfort Port Macquarie 

 1 motel 3 course dinner  

 1 motel cooked breakfast 

 Entry to Billabong Koala Sanctuary. 
 

Itinerary 
Depart Saturday: 0730 Raymond Terrace Bowling Club 
 
Dest: approx 10.30am  Port Macquarie Historical Society and Museum  entry (Gold Coin Donation)  
 
Lunch own expense (Port Macquarie) 
1.15 pm  Roto House  entry (Gold Coin Donation) 
3.00 pm Koala Hospital 
4.00 pm Check in Country Comfort Port Macquarie 
Motel Dinner 
 
Sunday  
Motel Breakfast 
0930 Billabong Koala & Wildlife Park 

mailto:clarkys@bigpond.net.au
http://www.sketckleycottage.org.au/
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Lunch own Expense (Billabong Koala & Wildlife Park) 
Depart: 2.30 PM 
Heading back through Forster along Lakes Way stopping Green Cathedral time permitting. 
 
Dest: approx 1900 Raymond Terrace  
 
Please contact a Committee Member if you are interested in coming along. 
 
 

ARTICLES FROM THE MAITLAND MERCURY  30 DECEMBER 1875 

EXCURSION TO RAYMOND TERRACE.-On Monday morning the steamer Anna Maria left Morpeth at ten 

o'clock for Raymond Terrace, with between 100 and 200 holiday-seekers on board. She arrived at her destination 

at half-past eleven, and left again for Morpeth at about half-past three. The excursionists on arriving at Raymond 

Terrace formed themselves into numerous picnic parties, and made the most of the four hours allotted to them. 

Altogether they had a very enjoyable time of it, especially as there was a violinist on board the Anna Maria, which 

enabled the more light-hearted members of the company to dance to their hearts' content. The excursion was 

admirably conducted; there were no accidents, and everything went off harmoniously. In the evening a quadrille 

party was held in the Roman Catholic schoolroom. The attendance was a little under 200. Dancing commenced at 

eight o'clock, and was kept up till half-past one next morning. The proceeds of both the excursion and the quadrille 

party are, to be devoted towards paying off the debt on the schoolroom in which the latter was held.   

DRYING UP OF HEXHAM SWAMPS.-Some persons seem to think that there has not been such an absence of 

rain in this district as the papers and other authorities seem to make out. But these   doubts must speedily vanish 

when it is stated that the Hexham Swamps almost completely dried up. They have not been seen in their present 

state for several years. On Monday evening it struck us as being rather a singular sight to see two men at the 

Hexham platform beg four buckets of water from the engine-driver. Usually this locality is only too well supplied 

with water. 

ANOTHER FEATHER IN THE CAP OF THE POST MASTER-GENERAL.-Since Mr. Burns has held the office 

of Postmaster-General, the country has gained the benefit of several decidedly valuable innovations, and the 

activity of his administration may in some respects be understood, when we say that during 1875 a large number of 

new post offices were opened. The introduction of the post cards was a great triumph, and probably, if they were 

now withdrawn, their exceeding convenience would be more fully appreciated than it is even now. Another change 

is in contemplation, and will be brought into working within a few weeks. It is a change that will materially hasten 

the delivery of country correspondence in the smaller townships, and in out-of-the-way settlements now served 

wholly or partly by the rail- way lines. In many cases, now, mails are over-carried, because it is impossible to make 

up as many bags as there are places, and letters are thus sent from one principal post office to another principal 

post office, where the diffusion takes place. Letters posted in East Maitland for Branxton, say, do not go direct to 

Branxton, but come to West Maitland, where they are sorted and put into the West Maitland Branxton bag, thus 

undergoing a delay of some hours. The effect of the change alluded to is to conquer this element of delay-all the 

letters for Branxton will be sorted during their train journey and on arrival at Branxton of the first train after 

posting, will be delivered at Branxton station. This case will serve to illustrate all others; there will be attached to 

each mail train a travelling post office, and during the passage of the train, efficient sorters will make up a mail for 

every place which the railway serves as a mail-carrier. In some instances a whole day will he saved by the new 

arrangement and Mr. Burns deserves the thanks of the community for having determined upon it. It is intended to 

apply, of course, to all the railway lines in the colony, the northern as well as the southern and western. 
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Join the War 

Effort! 

 

Join the There's 

a War On! 

Website to 

explore and add 

information 

about the 

Australian WWI 

and WWII 

homefront. 

www.tawo.org.au 

 

 

 

 
  
For further information, please contact the M&G NSW Information & Resources Department on 
02 9358 1760, freecall 1800 114 311 (regional NSW) or email info@mgnsw.org.au 

 

 

FAMILIES OF THE RAYMOND TERRACE METHODIST PARSONAGE PRE WORLD WAR II. 

The article on the following pages was written by Daryl Lightfoot and Sue Pacey. It follows the history of the 

Methodist Parsonage in the Raymond Terrace region, and contains a lot of interesting local information.  The 

research has been carried out in association with the World Methodist Historical Society. Daryl   has given 

permission for Raymond Terrace Historical Society to publish this article in our newsletter, and it is really 

appreciated that he has agreed to do so. The article is quite detailed and lengthy and so part 1 will be contained 

within this issue, and part 2 in the first issue next year. This article is copyright. 

 
 
 

 
 

http://mgnsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f6901c10774f42920bbca91d&id=30a67ce88a&e=b6ef8f6eb1
mailto:info@mgnsw.org.au
http://mgnsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f6901c10774f42920bbca91d&id=d788814f88&e=b6ef8f6eb1
http://mgnsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f6901c10774f42920bbca91d&id=c0f71ea2c3&e=b6ef8f6eb1
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ï from the Mercury 27 October 1859 

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.   

To the Editors of the Maitland Mercury.   

GENTLEMEN-Your leading article of last Saturday very truly shows the great difficulty of legislating on the 

question of education :-" Such a variety of discordant opinion-such at present, irreconcilable notions - that it is 

plainly hopeless to expect any united system (of education) for some time to come." 

I believe the failure of State education arises from trying to enforce a united system of education, which can be no 

more effected than an united system of religion, of which past legislation in the Bill of Uniformity and other like 

bills remains as historical proofs. 


